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for the support of die mother country and the common cause. From India too came striking demonstrations of loyalty, princes and people vying with each other in offers of aid and service. By all the signs the Empire was unanimous in its decision that the war was necessary and just.
The Munitions Question
By the month of April, 1915, the British force in France, which had been barely 100,000 at the battle of the Marne, had been multiplied five times, and an immense number more were being trained at home. But it was one thing to raise the men and another to organize them as armies, and to provide them with munitions on the scale that was now demanded. Great Britain had done everything that she had contracted to do when the war broke out, provided the supreme navy to keep the seas for the Allies, and a military force which it was hoped and expected would be sufficient to give the French preponderance in the fighting on land. But she, like all the nations, was now involved in a struggle for existence waged on a scale which no one had foreseen, and demanding sacrifice and effort to which there could be no limit short of complete exhaustion. The idea in favour before the war of Britain contributing ships and fighting at sea, while France contributed men and fought on land, or of either Ally limiting its liabilities or its contributions in ships, men or money~-~all this and any calculations founded on it vanished in smoke in the retreat from Mons and the battle of the Marne. Before the war was six weeks old, it was evident that everything was at stake for everybody, and that no Empire would survive if it was beaten in this war.
But in rallying to this emergency Great Britain had a task of peculiar difficulty. With her small voluntary army she had none of the great arsenals and war establishments which the continental nations had provided for their conscript armies, and she was now required to improvise on an enormous scale. How great a scale was revealed in the trench fighting of the winter of 1914 and spring of 1915. In front of the trenches on both sides the opposing armies had constructed barbed-wire entanglements which had to be destroyed before either could attack the other with any chance of success. The M
